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With Odes to Military March, China Puts Nationalism Into Overdrive

BEIJING — Tt took all of live
minutes for Wang Lei, a gruff vet~
eran of the People's Llberation
Army, to start humming and
stomping his feet.

The curtain had just risen on
“The Long March,” a new opera,
celebraling the early days of the «
Chinese Communist Party, and a
rifle-toting chorus of perfonmers
dressed as soldiers was rushing |
onstage at the National Center-for
the Performing Arts in Bejing.

“We come  from different
places,” they sang as they took |
their places. "Sane wear Siraw
sandals. Some wear gowns. Soma
are barefoot. Some are hungry. We ™
differ in status, but we have the
same aspiration: to joln the Red
Army. Te change the world!”

Mr. Wang, 73, seated next to me
in the upper balcony, closed his
eyes in bliss. “These are the songs
of our homeland,” he told me at in-
termission, “They might be lost
now, but they reflect the true leel-
Ings of the Chinese people”

These are triumphant nmes for
the Communist Party. President
Xi Jinping, the general secretary,
governs with seemingly  un-
obstructed authority, The balance
of power {n Asin and the Pacfic,
appears to be shifting in China's
favon Extreme poverty, especially
in rural areds, is nearing ersdi.m-
tion. {
And yeuheCnmmunEutgamwl |
mert seems Intensely vulnerable
at times as it confronts a slowing
economy and o society in the .
throes of staggering change: In a
country stiil working to find its
place in the world, the party whips
up nationalism &s an elixie
it has gone into overdrive, Invent-
ing new forms of agitprop.

Across China this fall, the pa
|s turning the obscure annlversa
ry of n cherished political touch
stonie Into a cause for pu.ulmm \
celebration. [t has been 80 years, M

the end of the Long March, the.
6,000.mile retreat of Communist: 8
forces that established Mao's pre- Seelc
eminence and gave the party’| 3 !
soul. More than 80,000 peopl
died in the march, which began In
1934, but the bravery of the sol.
diers inspired generatlons of Ch
nese people to rally behind
party and s leader, | "
On television, Long Ifh:thmpa*
operas, documentarles and varis:
ty shows abound. Tour agencies
offer packages retracing the
diers' routes. Students put.
tual renlity poggles 1o rell
mitus battes, Joggers uee & Long
March-themed (itness app " lo'
measure thelr steps’ uga.lns:. the
Hed Army's.
I Beijing, it Is Impumblc‘t
imiss the patriotic lervor. Outside | the:march as'a victory
my office, a glant LED ‘screen Cummunisumd & turning paint
fnshes every few/minutes with lﬂﬂ‘ltlfﬂ[ﬂﬂ!t“ﬂnmﬂﬂ
scenes from “Red  Star Over IILMnLh'IsloleinMﬂJﬂl
Ching” a new minl-serfes’ about mission
the Long March, Lo
At home in Heljing on'a recent . that
Saturdiy night, [ was bombarded | moment fn which Red Army
with Long March coverage on . die ransacked vﬂlaga
nearly evary TV chisnnel. On one -abused peasants. {
network, o troupe of child per- - Butbylnvokingihe journe:
formers, dréssed In gray milhary - said, Mr.:ﬂisbeuinsmuu!ep
unilerms, sanjz of the power of the “ty's Jdealized | version o
“bright red star to shine througl 'M-I-lmss; n:mrql:s o A >
the generations” On & financlal a narrative | ¥
channel, Imrnmenlalor: oﬂerﬁ I rrm?utw ”",f':‘,% people, mrﬁ gh“"muﬁm::ﬁ ““5;‘““’ puhl,[obehl.nd "hb illaiy si&hr.ed indlack i
al 4 3 r
analysis of the ecanomic impiict of, In Chlnn Professor y sakd. pukiﬁlngltmhlss(gnmm migl:l m‘hwdls-.lﬁ i dhpuled e i i irg

he march *¥1 wanes to remind what oS08
¢ President Xi has been making s unlque and: wmﬁ'ﬁm ‘slogan of “China Dream,® a call South ChipaSea snd elsewhere. March. That's what we o
the case for & “new long march,” - China and to ask:How did we get {0 bulld 8 prosperous, mare pow- - And the Chinese goyernment has -~ adays”

to "‘"‘“‘i-‘" today? Whatjs  evful nation with & deeper respect ‘alzatried to draw connectlons be- - *The Long |;m ‘gperd, I
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